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BOOK REVIEWS
AGNOSIA, APRAXIA, APHASIA. Their Value in Cerebral Localiza-
tion. By J. M. Nielsen. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1946. x +
292 pp. $5.
This readily readable monograph presents a well-balanced discussion of the
still controversial subjects included in its title. The author approaches the varied
problems with the advantage of a long-standing interest in the subjects, an
untusual ability to explore the foreign literature, unique clinical experience with
an extensive series of personal cases, and a remarkable analytical acumen.
The book begins with a concise historical introduction and proceeds to a
presentation of the author's concepts of physiological and psychological factors
involved in the normal functions of knowing, doing, and speaking. The
pathological counterparts are then discussed. After a brief section devoted to
methods of examination, clinical evidence is presented from the author's
personal cases and from the literature to support the concepts previously stated.
Nielsen has discarded many of the terms which have tended to confuse
the literature on these subjects, especially those of grammatical origin. Further,
he has given these subjects back to the neurologist as diagnostic tools in localiza-
tion. It is the reviewer's opinion that these tools have been sharpened by the
author and their effectiveness increased. This monograph should be used by
all those interested in either the clinical or psychological aspects of agnosia,
apraxia, and aphasia. -WILLIAM J. GERMAN
THE ACUTE INFECTIOUS FEVERS. By Alexander Joe. The
Blakiston Co., Philadelphia, 276 pp., $4.50.
It was not the intent of the author to present a complete and comprehensive
work on the acute infectious diseases. He makes clear that his aim was mainly to
confine himself to his own wide experience as medical superintendent of hos-
pitals in London and Edinburgh, and to make this available to the medical
student and house officer. Though not up to the well-known Infectious Diseases
by Ker, who preceded Dr. Joe at Edinburgh, its influence on the present volume
is clearly in evidence. The American reader may be puzzled by the selection of
the material, especially the exclusion from consideration of those entities which
form a considerable proportion of cases in isolation hospitals here, but no
doubt this selection reflects the admission policies of the "fever hospitals" of
Great Britain. Less justifiable is the failure to consider at all such an important
acute infectious disease as H. influenzae meningitis. The author excels in the
simplicity and clarity with which the clinical pictures of the diseases are pre-
sented. Considerable stress is laid on symptomatic care of the patient, although